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and some conclusions as to the significance of the veto power and its 
exercise. 

There are convenient and illuminating tables which summarize the 
information given in the text. 

Taken as a whole the study is a distinct addition to the scant litera- 
ture dealing with state governments and their development. Not only 
does it present a full statement of formal proceedings in Illinois, but it 
illustrates a tendency in our political development: the successive ex- 
tensions, and the growing exercise, of the veto power emphasize the 
growing distrust of state legislatures and the increasing confidence in 
executive. 

The method adopted by the author has unfortunately tended to make 
the study rather mechanical. It is a repository of facts without that 
comment and explanation which would serve to relate them to the gen- 
eral political and social development of a people. Time after time the 
reader wishes that he might know what induced the governor to veto a 
measure ; how the people thought on the matter ; and whether the legis- 
lature or the executive represented the best or the current opinion. 
Only in one or two instances is this done and then is such a way as to 
whet rather than appease the curiosity. Contemporary newspapers, at 
least, could have been used much more extensively with profit. 

Lester Burreul Shippee 

Proceedings of the society at its sixty-fourth annual meeting, October 
19, 1916. (Publications of the state historical society of Wiscon- 
sin, edited by Milo M. Quaife, superintendent). (Madison: State 
historical society of Wisconsin, 1917. 363 p. $1.00) 
The principal portion of this volume contains a series of valuable and 
interesting historical papers. Three of them are of special note as deal- 
ing with some well known phase of the civil war period, President Lin- 
coln as war statesman by Captain Arthur L. Conger, U. S. A., the dream 
of a northwestern confederacy by William C. Cochran, and the story of 
Brevet Major Isaac N. Earl by Newton H. Culver. The first named 
sketch is a careful and scholarly study of the evidence bearing on the 
place actually held by Lincoln in the military field of the civil war. 
The author reaches the conclusion that President Lincoln did possess 
and maintain a complete knowledge of all the military operations of the 
war and that through the entire war he was able to direct the main 
campaigns and to advise skillfully and astutely in many of the minor 
operations. This conclusion, which is at variance with many of the 
authorities quoted in the sketch, helps to clear up an exceedingly con- 
fused phase of Lincoln's career. Every student of this period must feel 
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under obligation to Captain Conger for his clear and impartial handling 
of this much debated question. Cochran gives, with admirable clearness, 
the plans of the south with reference to the northwest and adds consid- 
erably to the material accumulating on this important subject. 

Another interesting paper is on the beginnings of the Norwegian 
press in America. This contribution will be welcomed as a substantial 
addition to our knowledge regarding the migration of the Norwegians to 
this country and their assimilation into the populations of the various 
communities where they settled. The pioneer days of the state are vivid- 
ly recalled by Father Vervvyst's reminiscences of a pioneer missionary. 

The report of the executive committee is a very full statement of the 
varied activities and valuable work centering with the "Wisconsin his- 
torical society. Under the three principal heads of library, museum, 
and research and publication. Superintendent Quaife states briefly what 
each of these departments has accomplished and the plans for the fu- 
ture. From the facts and figures given, one can obtain a vivid concep- 
tion of the widely ramifying interests of the society and the excellent 
results obtained by its coordinating activities. Hardly a profession or a 
locality in the state can be said to be outside the province of some one 
of the live agencies centering in this organization. And when there is 
borne in mind also, that the society maintains the closest association 
with the state university, it can be easily understood why this group of 
scholars receives the hearty support and cooperation of every one in the 
state. 

Corn among the Indians of the upper Missouri. By George F. Will and 
George E. Hyde. [Little histories of North American Indians, 
number 5] (St. Louis: "William Harvey Miner company, 1917. 323 
p. $1.50) 

This volume of the "Little Histories" is a work of conscientious and 
laborious scholarship, revealing intimate acquaintance with the peoples, 
regions, and product which are considered. 

A plain and unpretentious style, rising in some passages to simple 
beauty, accords with the subject matter. The repetition of quotations 
from different authors on the same subject, however, sometimes tends 
to monotony. The omission of a bibliography is not entirely compen- 
sated for by references in footnotes. Spelling and proof reading in 
general have been well attended to, but in the title to the frontispiece, 
"rack" is used to designate a rake. The illustrations are excellent. 

The upper Missouri valley is defined as the region extending along the 
Missouri from the mouth of the Platte to the Rocky mountains. The 
various tribes within it are enumerated, and the process of their settle- 



